ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2019
Minutes
Held on Thursday 26 September 2019 at the Pinner Village Hall @ 8.00pm
**************************************
1.

Apologies for absence
Mary Holness, Michele & Keith Jenkins, Terry Bloch, Tim Hood, Viv Cooper, Pauline Aubrey, Janet Lipton,
Simon Cash, Bev Meyler, Margaret Burns
Present
Katherine Sayer (Chairman), Jon Grunewald (Treasurer) Orla Beardwell, Jackie Simeone (Secretary), Simmon Hill,
David Lovatt, Sally Wright, Anne & Tom Grady, Pat Corr, Sheila Ruffle, Aruna Crinch, Stuart Berry, Sue & Tony
Cash, Jerome le Forestier, Zoe Feasey, Norman Stephenson

2.

Minutes of the meeting of 25 September 2018
Approved

3.

Matters arising (not otherwise on the agenda)
None

4.

Officers’ reports (see separate reports at end of minutes)
a) Chairman’s report
b) Secretary’s Report
c) Treasurer’s Report

5.

Election of Officers
The Election of Officers took place as follows :Mary Holness has agreed to continue as our President
Katherine Sayer was re-elected as Chairman
Proposed by Jon Grunewald, seconded by Anne Grady
Jackie Simeone was re-elected as Secretary
Proposed by Jon Grunewald, seconded by Zoe Feasey
Jon Grunewald was elected as Treasurer
Proposed by Sally Wright, seconded by Jerome le Forestier
Tony Cash was re-elected as Auditor
Proposed by Katherine Sayer, seconded by Aruna Clinch
Viv Cooper was elected as Auditor
Proposed by Jackie Simeone, seconded by Sally Wright
Other committee members Sally Wright, Orla Beardwell, Sue Cash, Simon Cash, Anne Grady and Zoe Feasey have
agreed to continue for a further year.

6.

Financial matters
a) Ratification of subscription
It was agreed there is no need to change subscriptions for the foreseeable future. Therefore, full
membership will remain at £20, student membership is £10.
b) Ticket prices
Ticket prices will remain at £12 each, and it was felt there was no reason to raise these for the
foreseeable future. However, a close eye will be kept on expenditure to recognise any rising costs.
c) Programme prices
Programmes, teas, coffees & choc ices will remain the same at £1 each. Zoe will ask the printers
associated with her company to see if they can offer a competitive price for fewer programmes as there is
usually quite a surplus after the productions.
These items were agreed at the AGM on all counts

7.

2019/2020 productions
November – The Real Inspector Hound (Tony Cash), Between Mouthfuls (Sally Wright), Gosforth’s Fete
(Mark Waters)
These three playlets offer many (great) parts and rehearsals are going well.
February & May Productions – TBC
Currently, various options are being considered as there needs to be a good balance, together with the license
availability which can still be an issue. Included are: Boeing Boeing, Ladies Windermere’s fan, An Inspector Calls
and a Pack of Lies. More directors are always welcome. Sue noted that she may not be available to direct the
February production as they are in the middle of moving house.
Sim commented that when we produce comedies, these are often oversubscribed and could a 4th night or
matinee be considered?
Sue replied that this is really for the director to make a call as he/she needs to ensure the play will be ready on
time – especially a complicated one. Other things to consider would be actors’ availability, car park costs and
tech/dress would need to be bought forward. Katherine also made the point that opening up the Wednesday
night dress rehearsal worked well and everyone who attended made a donation - Simon gave a good speech
explaining what might happen as it’s a dress rehearsal, which was perfect.

8.

Social and Fundraising
The usual events of Quiz Night, Ladies that Lunch, summer play readings, summer bbq, Christmas party, theatre
outings will all be in the PP calendar year. Norman stated Brooks are happy to put on some events and the
committee will relook at this in the New Year – possibly aim to hold one of the summer play readings at this
venue.

9.

Any Other Business
Sue questioned the issue of how we can keep in contact better with the more “temporary~” members we
attract. Jon keeps an up to date record of members details, however, we need to adhere to the GDPR
guidelines and these should only be sent to key people – ie., committee members, directors, Front of House.
Tony advised the clear out of the PP garage was a success and was a job well worth doing.
Meeting closed at 9:15pm

Chairman’s Report
I’m sure we’re soon to hear from Jon that we are financially healthy and from Jax that membership continues to be strong
and as a group we’re thriving. It’s always a pleasure for me to celebrate yet another successful Pinner Players season as
we prepare to embark upon the next one – our 83rd. Reflecting back on our three productions in 2018/19 reminds me of
the diversity of our programme – drama, dancing and dysfunctional family dinners!
Our season opened with Tennessee Williams’ The Night of the Iguana directed by the visionary Steve Feasey. A great
choice of play and good to see Williams back in our repertoire. Steve did an amazing job directing, ably supported by Zoe.
The play is just finishing a run in the West End so its great to see where Pinner Players lead, the West End follows! It was a
stunningly atmospheric set - an appropriate backdrop for some first-class acting. We all admire his fearlessness for casting
four new members – Aruna, Mari, Brian and Alex, and who could forget it was the first production to show case our brand
new curtains!
In February we staged Richard Harris’ dance-ical Stepping Out for the second time in our history, directed this time by Sue
Cash and choreographed by Emma Berge. This was a huge undertaking for the group and saw our talented actresses and
Stuart rehearsing there times a week what with extra dance rehearsals and more costumes, hats and canes than any of us
could cope with! There were challenges along the way and it wouldn’t be a Sue Cash production if we didn’t lose at least
one cast member along the way. However, when Orla had to pull out due to illness we were very fortunate to find a
willing and capable replacement in Clare Wooster. It was good to welcome Hannah back to join us too. It was of course all
worth it as this sell-out show saw us open the Wednesday dress rehearsal to and audience of 70+ people.
May’s production saw us return to Neil Simon’s unique genre comic-drama when we staged Brighton Beach Memoirs.
Directed by Simon Cash, the play tells the story of Eugene Morris Jerome and his family in the years before WWII, all told
from Eugene’s perspective. And we lucked out to have the fantastic Jake Cash perform the role of Eugene. Just amazing. It
was good to see Simon direct a play for the stage once again and the use of levels proved hugely effective in creating a
claustrophobic living space for the characters that felt like a cosy home and garden. We welcomed Krystal and Janet to
Pinner Players as new actors, and backstage too we saw a Wardrobe debut for Rita while Sheila and Pat took on props
with great aplomb.
It goes without saying that this season like others, relies upon the talents of our teamwork off as well as on the stage and
it is now my duty and my pride to role call and thank everyone for playing their part.
We are fortunate to have a fabulous army of people working behind the scenes on the shows in set design, directing,
props, costumes, make up, set building and dissemblers, set dressing, stage management, prompt, lighting, sound, box
office and front of house. Not forgetting the programme, handbill, photography, and publicity. A thank you to: Simon,
Sue, Steve, Tony, Jane, Brenda, Sheila, Pat, Julia, Laura, Orla, Janice, Rita, Aruna, Hope, Mark, Greta, Bev, Annie, Tom,
Penny, Mike, Jerome, Michele, Sally, Viv, Chris, Keith, Sim, Tyler, Terry, Jax, Zoe, Nigel, Jon and Lea. And more generally in
the day to day running of the group, most particularly, Tim for all his work on the newsletters; to Tony and Viv for
auditing the accounts. And of course, many thanks to our President Mary Holness for all her support. And the same goes
for our Vice Presidents too.
Finally, a huge thank you to Pinner Players’ amazing committee: Jax, Jon, Sue, Simon, Orla, Zoe, Anne and Sally. You
always go above and beyond, and with on average 2 of the 3 plays being directed by members of the committee you
really do lead from the front in terms of driving our season forward. I, and the group, simply couldn’t function without
you. Thank you for your energy and generosity of time, skills and houses for hosting meetings, play readings and BBQs!
Long may we continue!
Katherine Sayer – Chairman

Sept 2019

Secretary’s Report
The first event of the year was the Ladies that Lunch Christmas Special held at Za Zas in Pinner which was, as usual, very
well attended and great fun. This was quickly followed with the Christmas Party which is always such a good start to the
festivities with plenty of food and games as usual – the coveted Pass the Parcel prize was won by.. me!! I was delighted
and gave a grateful short speech.. Food was plentiful, booze was flowing and dancing was inevitable – time flew by on
this enjoyable evening.
March was the month for this year’s Quiz Night, which was won by the Historical Society– well done to them! My team
did not come last this year which we were quite disappointed with – as Jerome said, we came a mediocre middle..! Many
thanks to Steve for being MC and stretching our brains and to those who helped set up for the event.
During the summer months, the usual play readings were held with some new faces showing up and several plays were
earmarked as potentials for the future. Many thanks to those who held the readings as they continue to be a popular
event in the PP calendar.
The ever popular Summer BBQ returned and the weather was warm and dry! The food and drink flowed and the dancing
(yet again) was inevitable and went onto to the wee small hours of Sunday morning (well, Mike and Neil were there!)
Many thanks to Simon & Cindy for opening their home and garden up yet again.
There wasn’t an “official” outing to the Open Air Theatre in Regents Park, but I think a few brave people venture there
and I hope the weather was kind to them.
We have 113 people on our books, 57 of whom are paid up members (including the Vice Presidents). The remainder are
friends, newcomers and interested parties.
Coming up is the Christmas party and this year’s Ladies Christmas Lunch and if anyone has any ideas for social outings do
let one of the committee know – anything will be considered!
This concludes the Secretary’s report

Jackie Simeone
Secretary

September 2019

Treasurer’s Report for year ending 31st August 2019
This has been my second year as Treasurer of the club. The annual accounts
show that we finished with a surplus of £1789.21 which compares with
£2606.83 last year.
Garage storage refers to the lock-up garage we hire from Hillingdon Council.
This costs us £63 per month by direct debit. By way of comparison in 2012
they were charging us £60.64. Postage expenses are relatively modest at
£61.99 for the year. In my other role as manager of our mailing list database
in May 2018 I sent a circular to those on our mailing list to check that they
still wanted our flyers and asked them for their email addresses. That had the
effect of deleting a number of names and addresses that were no longer valid
and reduced our postage costs. Many of our supporters opt to receive flyers
only by email and some receive them both by email and by post. Most of our
members, prospective members and Friends of Pinner Players receive their
newsletters by email only. It is likely that stamps purchased in 2018 have
therefore lasted us more than a year.
The insurance premium increased from £493.21 to £551.71 because I asked
the insurers to increase the sum insured for public liability from £2m to £5m.
The “miscellaneous expenses” are for the following: photocopying of scripts
for play readings, our ICO (Information Commissioner’s Office) registration of
£40 per year, our Costco membership of £60 which results in savings when
we buy provisions for quiz night and after show parties, and velcro for the
photoboard, a total of £169.79. The ICO registration fee for our previous
financial year was accidentally omitted from last year’s accounts and is on
this year’s accounts (I had paid it but had forgotten to claim reimbursement
at the time).
Our annual subscription to PADCA has increased slightly from £31.50 to £42,
partly because we had more members than in the previous year which
brought us into the higher bracket. Stage make-up cost £106.79 to replace
some of the old and probably unhygienic items in our make-up collection.
You will notice that our largest item of expenditure was on sound equipment,
as predicted at last year’s AGM and purchased with the approval of the

committee on the advice of Sim Hill, our sound man. It comes to a total of
£925.69 and includes a new amplifier, mixer panel, various leads and a
cabinet to contain all the equipment and to lock it securely when it is not in
use.
You will see that last year and in previous years we paid a fee to PPL for a
public performance licence so that we can play music during our productions.
From this year we don’t pay anything because PADCA who own the hall pay
a fee to cover all the groups that use the hall. The fee is in excess of £1700.
The Production Accounts show the income and expenditure for each of the
three productions. You will see that each made a surplus, though in the case
of “Stepping Out” we had an unusually high expenditure on rehearsal room
hire, dance studio hire and on costumes. As tickets for that production were
sold out, we allowed people to come to the dress rehearsal and invited them
to make donations to the club if they wanted to. By including those
donations of £308.72 we made a surplus of £299.17. The total of the
surpluses of the three productions was £2825.51. I’d like to express my
particular thanks to Terry Bloch, who does an excellent job running our box
office, and to all those who work on Front of House during productions. The
income over the year from selling programmes, teas and coffees and choc
ices came to a very respectable £838.36.
As you will see from the accounts, our income from subs is £970 compared
with £930 last year, and our income from donations is £400 compared with
£350 last year. Bank interest was only £18.15. The deposit account has a
credit balance of £10,611.09 and the current account £7,648.59. As I said
this time last year, that gives us plenty of money to spend on our productions
and there is no need to increase either our subscriptions which have
remained the same since 2008 or our ticket prices which have been £12
since 2016. That concludes my report.

Jon Grunewald, Treasurer
September 2019

PINNER PLAYERS THEATRE COMPANY
YEAR TO THE 31st AUGUST 2019
PRODUCTION ACCOUNT
Night of the Iguana

Stepping Out

Brighton Beach Memoirs

November

February

May

EXPENSES
Banner
Costumes & Wigs
After Show Party
Furniture
Hire of Hall
Hire of Lounge
Hire of Store
Lighting
Dance studio hire
Postage - Leaflets
Printing - Leaflets
Printing - Programmes
Poster handbill distribution
Properties
Royalties
Scripts
Set Builders expenses
Transport expenses
Set Construction & Dressing
Sound

103.27
250.17
133.00
43.99
612.80
882.00
50.00
348.00
0.00
34.80
224.48
0.00
20.00
232.03
295.20
145.73
50.00
0.00
403.79
37.80

62.40
785.56
106.54
110.00
706.33
1221.00
50.00
367.20
314.00
34.80
224.48
160.00
0.00
66.06
291.60
189.10
50.00
0.00
342.93
438.40

50.40
281.77
100.00
20.00
671.33
990.00
50.00
296.00
0.00
43.92
224.48
160.00
30.00
0.00
302.40
164.35
50.00
0.00
328.46
0.00

3867.06

5520.40

3763.11

140.00
4349.00
50.61
71.20
139.00
110.00

140.00
5288.72
38.85
122.00
130.00
100.00

140.00
4840.00
37.75
105.80
143.15
30.00

TOTAL INCOME

4859.81

5819.57

5296.70

NET SURPLUS

992.75

299.17

1533.59

TOTAL EXPENSES
INCOME
Advertisements
Box Office (& donations)
Coffee
Ice Creams
Programmes
Performance fees

